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Jerry Stitt is an elected member of the American Watercolor Society and the National Watercolor Society, and is a 
life member of the Puget Sound Group of Northwest Painters, and Past President (1973) and also a member and Past 

President of the Northwest Watercolor Society.

Born in Seattle, he lives in Sausalito, California, and has a studio where 
he conducts classes and paints every day.

He studied with Rex Brandt, Fred Marshall (AWS), John Ringen, 
Sergei Bongart (AWS), and Robert E. Wood (AWS) and Christopher 

Schink.

He was a United States Navy combat artist and has paintings in the 
Pentagon and in private collections of King Gustav of Sweden and 

the Kind of Saudi Arabia, to name a few.

He conducts classes around the country for various watercolor societies.  He taught for the University of Washington and the 
University of Puget Sound, and also has exhibitions at the Frye Art Museum (1973).

Jerry has been featured in American Artist, Watercolor Magazine (Fall of 
2000), and on the cover (Spring 2006), and The Book, Color & Light for the 

Watercolor Painter by Christopher Schink. Also, in a book called “Splash ~ The 
Best of Watercolor” (2008).  
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We will look back someday and 
realize that this was a time of his-
toric change.  We simply can’t 
keep doing what we’ve always 
done while thinking everything 
will all work out.  But we also 
don’t need to give in to fear and 
just retreat from the tumult of the 
day.  This is where art takes a 
leading role in dramatizing op-
portunities and in becoming a 
positive influence for change.  The 
AWA Board is energized and 
optimistic about building on what 
has been accomplished by previ-
ous leaders to move forward with 
new ideas for AWA.  Here are 
some things we are talking about 
that we’d like some feedback from 
you on:

One opportunity with AWA 
is the chance to exhibit your 
work alongside other mem-
bers.  AWA has attracted 
some of the top artists in the 
country, but that makes it 
hard to “break in” to an exhi-

•
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October President’s Message

Director at Large (Juror workshops):
     Maureen McGuire*	 602-277-0167
Co-Director: **	
OPEN
Director at Large (Membership Workshops):
    Helen Miller*	 602-954-7918   
Co-Director:  Linda Schooley**	 623-388-6255
President Emeritus:
   Diane Parnitzke*	 623-386-2098

C o m m i t t e e s
Charitable Fundraiser Chair: 
   Sherry Kimmel 	 602-439-6846
Charitable Fundraiser Co-Chair:
   Diane Parntizke	 623-386-2098
AZ Art Alliance Representative:
    Janet Wandrey	 623-561-8526
By-laws, Parlimentarian:
   Mickey Daniels 	 602-840-1388 
Directory Info/Bylaws Database:
    Holly Leonhardt	 623-556-2226
Fun Table:  Katherine Kurgen	 480-636-9130
Historian:   Kathleen Stuart	 602-997-4538	
Honor Society:
   Shirley Klein Kleppe 	 480-585-5699
Merchants Awards:  
   Karen Riehm	 480-460-7496
Newsletter Editor:
   Casey Weber@yahoo.com,

E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  
* = voting board member
** = votes only in the absence of the board 
        member they are under

President:	
  Jeremy Jones*	 480-563-5916
1st Vice President (Membership & Database):
    Jane Underhill*	 602-795-3545
 Co-Director: **	
   OPEN
2nd Vice President (Jurors Exhibitions):
 OPEN
   Co-Director: 
3rd Vice President (Programs):
   Liz Ramsey*	 480-747-7763
Recording Secretary:  
   Carole Hillsbery*	 480-654-3248
Corresp. Secretary:
   Diane Kent*	 602-938-3867
Treasurer: 
   Bruce Sink*	 602-738-8121
Financial Secretary:
   Sherry Kimmel	 602-439-6846
Western Federation Society Delegate:
    Kathryn Tartaglia*	 480-229-1023
Alternate: JoEllen Layton**	 480-730-9887
Director at Large (National Show Chair):
   OPEN*
Co-Director:    OPEN

Newsletter Co-Editor:
   Liz Ramsey  lizramsey@cox.net 	      
480-747-7763
Overhead Mirror Set-up at Meetings:
   Alex Pekala 	      623-412-1866
Photographer for AWA events:
   Karen Riehm	      602-318-5387
Prospectus/Award certificates:
   Nancy Herbst	      480-839-8827
Publicity:
    Sam Morse 	      602-863-0538
Student Member Committee:
    OPEN
Co-Chair:  Candice Diaz		   602-237-4354
Scholarship Committee Chair: 
   Dolly Maitzen		  602-867-8155
Co-Chair: Gayla Bonnell		  602-482-7308
Scholarships/Special Events Raffle:
   En Chen Soo		  480-754-9339
Social Committee:
   Joyce Parmely 		   623-931-9719
   Marcia Sewel		   480-949-5860
Web Site Manager: 
   Susan Hargraves		   602-942-6065
WFWS 2014 Hosting Committee Chair: 		
    JoEllen Layton		   480-730-9887
WFWS 2014 Hosting Committee Co-Chair:  
    Kathryn Tartaglia		   480-229-1023

bition that is juried by an art-
ist with a single viewpoint. So, 
how would you feel about an 
exhibition where members use 
their own judgment and each 
member can exhibit one paint-
ing without having to be juried 
in?  Maybe that could work for 
the Spring Show.
How about adding a “Tips” 
session to each meeting?  That 
would be a short presentation 
of a single issue that would be 
helpful to every member.  We’ll 
try it out with a brief lesson on 
easy perspective at the Septem-
ber meeting.
How about a membership sur-
vey to see what members re-
ally want from AWA?  Guess 
what, it is on the way.  Please 
submit your responses as soon 
as you can.
How about more exhibition op-
portunities?  Yup, we’re work-
ing on it with the idea that the 
opportunity would be rotated 

•

•

•
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through the whole member-
ship.
How about volunteering to 
give demos at Community 
Colleges, extended care fa-
cilities, High Schools, and 
other places to give back 
to the community?  You 
guessed it, we are working 
on it.
How about a corner of the 
meeting room where experi-
enced artists are available 
at every meeting to give you 
suggestions about how to 
improve your work—just 
bring in a painting and meet 
one-on-one with one of our 
award-winning members.  
It starts at the September 
meeting.
What if we let radio and 
TV stations know about our 
events?  Send us your con-
tacts and we’ll do it.

            (continued on page 2)

•

•

•

•
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The Western Federation of Watercolor Societies’ 
deadline for show entries is only two months 

away.  It’s time to start painting and preparing your 
entries!  The Prospectus for the show is on the website 
and can be downloaded and printed for submission.

  There are two changes this year, which we hope 
will make things less complicated for everyone:

The first change is that there will no longer be 
“Alternates” chosen.  If, for any reason, some-

one is not able to participate after their painting 
has been accepted, we will hang one fewer paint-
ing in the show.  This decision was made by the 
WFWS Board, so no state organization within the 
WFWS will be allowed to hold an “Alternate” position.

The second change addresses the submission of 
paintings to the WFWS.  You are no longer required 

to mail CD’s of your paintings!  E-mailed entries only, 
please.   Sizing the paintings, per the Prospectus instruc-
tions still applies.  Also, the application and your pay-
ment, per the Prospectus instructions, are still to be mailed 
and must be received by the deadline date of November 
4, 2011 in order for your paintings to be included.

For questions not addressed by the Prospectus, 
please contact either Kathryn Tartaglia at ktarta-

glia@yahoo.com or JoEllen Layton at jolayton@cox.net.

WWW.WFWS.ORG

                   (continued from page 2)

What if it was easier to keep track of your 
“points” and you could reach Signature 
Membership based on some great work 
without taking ten years to work your way 
up?  That discussion will take longer, but 
we’ll get there

OK, that gives you an idea of how dynamic we 
are willing to be to make the AWA appropriate 
and effective in changing times and worth the 
time and money you put into it.  Take some 
time before the meetings to get to know other 
members and to share your ideas and hopes 
with board members.  Remember that we are all 
volunteers sharing our enthusiasm for painting 
and finding ways to make a difference.

Jeremy Jones, President

NATIONAL EXHIBITION 2010 WINDUP
There is one loose string, or should we 
say, loose bristle, of information left to 
tie, concerning the 2010 AWA National 
Exhibition: Who won the Bob Oliver 
painting, “Takayama-Matisuri Festival,” 
raffled off during the fund raiser support-
ing the Exhibition. 

As you may recall, the painting was to 
be raffled at the last meeting of the AWA 
2010 – 2011 year, May 12th. Sherry Kim-
mel, fund raiser and raffle master extraor-
dinair, was unable to attend that meeting. 
A decision was made by the Board to hold 
the raffle during the Officer and Commit-
tee Lead Retreat held May 20th.

It is the pleasure of all to announce that 
Mickey Daniels is the winner of Bob Oli-
ver’s beautiful painting. It seems most ap-
ropos that her name was drawn. Mickey 
looks back on a fifty plus year of friend-

• ship with Bob and his wife. Now she has this 
beautiful painting, done during Bob’s world 
travels, to remember him by. Congratulations 
Mickey!

Thank you to all the artists who contributed 
paintings to be raffled to raise funds to sup-
port the Arizona Watercolor Association, Inc. 
bi-annual National Exhibition. And thank 
you to all the members who purchased raffle 
tickets. Once again, we say,  “Congratula-
tions!” to everyone who won a painting.

AWA National and WFWS news
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Bruce Sink is AWA’s new treasurer.  He has been on the 
board since May and has made a substantial impact 

in AWA’s financial mélange.  His varied and professional 
business acumen has translated into an organized record and 
clear definition of our future ventures as an organization.

Bruce’s life is not necessarily linear.  It is circular in 
nature with all parts contributing to the whole of a fine 

and superbly interesting gentleman.   The various facets of 
Bruce’s life are interrelated starting with his eager interest 
in art at the age of 6 years old.  While his siblings played 
outside Bruce could be found with a pencil and a scrap of 
paper sketching everyday life of a young boy.  His parents 
were supportive and his early years were filled with library 
art books and entering art contests.  Bruce’s father was a 
catalyst and told his son that he had a special gift.  Bruce 
feels that his art starts with a feeling and a possible story 
reaches out to him.  He intuitively sees these visions in people, wildlife, plants, rocks and other objects.  His 
artful creation tells part of the story and he leaves room for the viewer to enter the piece with their own 
version of reality.  

Bruce has a BA in art from Columbus College of Art and Design/Otterbein College in Ohio.  He stills 
actively corresponds with a number of his classmates.  His adult career also included working in the 

financial realm of business.  He counts himself fortunate to have had a strong and unique experience of meeting 
and working with many influential 
people in the financial field.

However, true to his multi-
faceted personality, Bruce has 

always continued to seek experiences 
that ultimately translate into grist 
for his creative side.  Bruce spends 
part of each summer in the wilds 
of Alaska.  He is an avid outdoors 
person and has a true reverence for 
nature.  His passion is fly fishing.  His 
keen interest in his friend’s Raptors 
is translated into remarkable 
photography and in many cases is 
donated for fund raising.  This facet 
also often finds its way into his 
dazzling paintings. 

B R U C E  S I N K  -  AWA Member Highlight

Bruce Sink’s painting, “Abandon” was accepted 
this year in the national exhibit
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  Watercolor is Bruce’s first love but he has experience 
in all mediums.  He states that he loves the unique way 
watercolor responds and he often takes direction from 
the paint and the brush using other instruments for 
texture effect.  “I am simply the conductor, directing 
color, shapes and patterns.”  All of this would not be 
possible if it were not for his skilled drawing ability.  
Bruce states that he draws everyday for a period of 
time.  This is not to be substituted.  It is a necessary 
ingredient and he keeps sketch books everywhere so 
when “the moment is right…..!!!”  

The most sparkling facet of Bruce’s 
extraordinary gift is his passion for a 

charity that he will continue to actively 
and selflessly pursue. “I am working on a 
project to get artists involved in helping 
raise awareness, sponsorships and dollars 
to assist the many agencies working around 
the world to stop hunger.  It is now my 
purpose and I need help!!  Through sales 
of portraits and other paintings, I want to 
take art work to any place that will help 
us sell, auction or gain sponsors.  I know 
that I can not impact the million starving 
children, but I know I am called to help as 

many as I can…..So, my goal is to keep dancing.  I want to get 50 sponsors this year, then 100 next year and 
the year after.  I want to dance and celebrate each one.  Please help me. ”

Facets by their very nature produce sparkle.  Thus we have a member of AWA who definitely sparkles!!  In 
the next five years Bruce has committed himself to helping others thru his art.  He wants to leverage his 

skills, not for fame but to make a difference in 
the hostile world of hungry children.  

Art is truly a calling.  It is elusive.  It finds 
you.  Bruce is buoyed in his endeavors by 

the love and support of his wife, Mary and his 
extended family. He is singularly determined 
to use his special talent in art to champion a 
higher mission, one that is found in his heart.  
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SIGN UP FOR ONE OF OUR FANTASTIC WORKSHOPS
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Did you know you can sign up for online 
newspapers from arizona art supply?  
If you have computer access, go to 
the website at the following address: 
http://www.arizonaartsupply.com.  You 
will see a grey bar at the top of the 
page.  click the link that says “sign up 
for e-blast” on the right hand side. 

Please mark your selection(s), complete and return with your check. We are unable to take regis-
tration without payment.

___ Diane Maxey     November 12, 2011		  ___  Betty Braig     February 11, 2012

No December Workshop

	
___ Carole Hillsbery    January 14, 2012		 ___  Kim Johnson     March 10, 2012
	

Cost: Members $40 per workshop; Non-members $50
Time: All workshops are from 9 am to 3 pm 
Location:  Church of the Beatitudes, 555 W. Glendale Ave (SW corner at 7th Ave), Phoenix in 
the         Patio Room

Please Print:

Name ____________________________________________________ Member: ___ yes 
___ no

Address __________________________________ City ____________ State _____ Zip 
______
Day Telephone _____________________ Email or Fax ________________________
Amount Enclosed ___________________ Check number(s) ____________________

Refund Policy: First try to find a replacement and reimbursement from that person. Next, ask 
Linda about those on the waiting list.  There is a $10 service fee if AWA treasurer has to refund 
a fee.

RETURN THIS FORM with your check made out to AWA to:
Linda Schooley

18213 W. Weatherby Drive

Surprise, AZ 85374
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           M ember       news  

The Arizona Watercolor Association Board 
Meetings start promptly at 5:15 PM at the 
Church of the Beatitudes Youth Center on

Second Thursday Evenings of Each Month

Fun Table 7:00 P.M.
Meeting 7:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M.

MEETING DEMONSTRATIONS:

October 13, 2011	  Jerry Stitt - demo
November 10, 2011	  Diane Maxey - demo
December, 2011	  No Mtg - Happy Holidays!
January 12, 2012	  Carole Hillsbery - demo
February 9, 2012 	  Betty Braig - demo
March 8, 2012	  Kim Johnson - demo
April 12, 2012	  TBA - Juror Demo
May 10, 2012	  Kim Johnson - demo

1 DAY WORKSHOPS:

November 12, 2011	  Diane Maxey
January 14, 2012	 Carole Hillsbery
February 11, 2012	 Betty Braig
March, 2012	 TBA          Kim Johnson

Juror Workshops: 

October 12,13,14, 2011	  	 Jerry Stitt
3 Day Juror Workshop 		  $235
(non-members) 			   $245

October 15, 2011	  		  Jerry Stitt
1 Day Juror Workshop 		  $80
(non-members 			   $90

April 14, 2012	  		  TBA
1 Day Workshop 			   $80 
(non-members 			   $90

April 11,12,13, 2012	 		  TBA	
3 Day Workshop 			   $235
(non-members 			   $245

Save the Dates!!
Hazel Stone, TNSW, PWCS, ISEA, CWAz, 
AWA, PWS, NWWS, AzAq, KWS, PPWS, TWS, 
RRWS.

She had a painting juried into the Ameri-
can Watercolor Society 144th Annual 
International Exhibition at the Salmagundi 
Club, New York City , NY , from April 5 to 
May 1, 2011.
She had a painting juried into Watercolor 
U.S.A. , at the Springfield Art Museum , 
Springfield , MO , from June 11 to August 
7, 2011.
She became a Signature Member of the Red 
River Watercolor Society, RRWS, June 21, 
2011, having had a third painting juried 
into the 18th Annual National Juried 
Watermedia Exhibition, June 18 to Sept. 
18, 2011.
She had a painting juried into the Pikes 
Peak Watercolor Society International 
Watermedia XVII, from June 24 to July 23, 
2011, at the Cottonwood Center for the 
Arts, Colorado Springs, CO.
In September 2011, Hazel Stone was 
granted Purple Sagebrush Signature 
Member status in the Texas Watercolor 
Society after having accumulated more 
than 75 points by being juried into various 
watercolor society exhibitions and receiving 
awards.
She had a painting juried into the Califor-
nia Watercolor Association 42nd Nation-
al Exhibition at the Marin Art and Garden 
Center , Ross , CA , from Sept. 8 to Oct. 9, 
2011.
She had one painting juried into the Missis-
sippi Watercolor Society Grand National 
Watercolor Exhibition, Mississippi Museum 
of Art, in Jackson , MS from Oct. 2 to 
Dec. 3, 2011.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Congratulations to
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ARIZONA WATERCOLOR ASSOCIATION

AWA  Website
www.watercolor.org

DickBlick.com     800.828.4548

CATALOG • WEB • STORES

Best SERVICE, Best SELECTION, Best PRICE

Watch our site for 
calendar news, show information and 

now, you will find our archive of newslet-
ters too!

Our WebSite Specialist  
Susan Hargraves

 602-942-6065

General Meetings - Church of the Beatitudes
555 W. Glendale Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 
corner of 7th Ave.
602-264-1221

Oct. thru May
2nd Thursdays of the Month

Fun Table 7:00pm
Meeting 7:30pm-9:30pm

Apr 8, May 13  (closed for summer) 


